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An Auckland  
pied-à-terre 
brims with 
personality 
thanks to a 
designer’s 
artful 
interventions

THESE PAGES The MIDJ 
dining table at this Auckland 
apartment has a Noir Desir 
marble top while the dining 
chairs were reupholstered in 
Designers Guild Jabot fabric 
in Cobalt; the armchair has 
been recovered in Textilia 
Jag in Jewel – a velvet fabric 
chosen for its design and 
versatility; the steel sculpture 
on the dining table is called 
This Way and That by Marton-
based artist Steuart Welch; 
the wallpaper is Harlequin 
Seri Raphia in Urban Gold 
from Malcolm Fabrics and the 
posters’ ornate gold frames 
were chosen with the help of 
Imageland in Hamilton.
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J ohannes Vermeer’s Girl with a Pearl Earring (1665), 
wearing aviators and blowing bubblegum while giving 
the peace sign, is an early indicator that there’s fun to 
be found in this Newmarket, Auckland, apartment. She’s 

kept good company by two other framed prints – they too include 
pops of humour. Vermeer’s industrious The Milkmaid (1657-58) 
sticks to her mixing, oblivious to the box of cereal occupying 
her workbench, while in print number three, an AI-generated 
Renaissance woman is chowing down on a juicy hamburger.  
The trio hang together on a wall of textured gold wallpaper in 
the apartment’s main living area. It’s a space that sets the scene – 
“boring” does not belong here, which was precisely the intention 
the homeowners wanted to convey. Fortunately, they knew from 
experience that Hamilton interior designer Kim Forkert of 
Parkhust Design was the right person to dress their new apartment 
in a good dose of drama. Now in their 60s, the couple first met 
Kim through a mutual business client about 16 years ago.

ABOVE Interior designer Kim Forkert 
from Parkhurst Design. ABOVE RIGHT 
The Rat Pack print was sourced by the 
homeowners, who were delighted when Kim 
found an IKEA drinks trolley to match the 
vibe. FAR RIGHT The art deco-style rug 
is by Australian designer Greg Natale and 
was repurposed from a previous project; the 
custom-made Designers’ Collection Cole 
sofa is finished in an Aldeco velvet fabric in 
Moss Green and the blue plaid Designers 
Guild cushions were the “icing on the cake”.
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ABOVE LEFT The “family masterpiece” has found its home above the console that moved 
with the couple from their previous apartment; the Morris & James floor vase is a sentimental 
find from its Egyptian Collection; the green armchair and footstool are reupholstered in 
Mokum Ostuni fabric in Olive from James Dunlop Textiles, and the cushion is by French 
luxury brand Élitis. ABOVE The sliding doors, which open up the main living zone to the 
sunroom, ensure there’s plenty of space for entertaining; the round Bremworth Galet rug was 
custom-made, and the ottoman is covered in a textured, metallic vinyl fabric.

They initially engaged Kim on a commercial project, a 
remodel of the boardroom in one of their business premises. 
It was the beginning of a long-standing creative collaboration.  
“We were so impressed with her work; this is now the seventh 
project she has undertaken for us,” says one homeowner. 

“We told Kim to give us a ‘wow’ apartment. We like quirky and 
original interiors that are different yet have quality about them, 
and that’s Kim’s specialty. She is also extremely good at colour 
and sourcing the right pieces. We gave her free rein, only asking 
that she incorporate two existing chairs and a ‘family masterpiece’ 
created by our grandchildren. 

“Kim interprets us very well, so we just trusted her to come up 
with the right scheme for us, and she nailed it.” 

The owners – who live about an hour’s drive out of Auckland 
– bought the apartment in 2018. When Kim first viewed the 
space, it was completely empty, a white-walled blank canvas.  
The apartment was essentially “inward-looking”, Kim explains, 
and there was no need to compete with the panoramic view 
of Mt Eden. “The gold wallpaper has a linen look and sets the 
scene while providing a background of depth and warmth.  
It was a bold move to do the whole living room in that heavier 
tone, but it worked, and the apartment came alive when that 
wallpaper was added. The owners were blown away.”

The apartment has a totally different look from the couple’s 
permanent home base. “Our family home is more lodge-like, 
whereas this is more of a chic city pad.” 

Their primary residence features an extensive art collection, 
but they didn’t feel the need to source expensive artwork for the 
apartment. Instead, they wanted an easy, playful space. So it was 
over to Kim who spent hours online sourcing tongue-in-cheek art 
reproductions. Finding the rendition of Vermeer’s iconic Girl with 
a Pearl Earring was pivotal. It was more than a print; it became 
the basis of the entire colour scheme. 
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“I worked with the blue of her glasses and scarf and added 
pops of cobalt in the interiors to give the space a bit of a jolt, 
mainly in the lounge and dining areas. 

“It’s not the homeowners’ everyday house; they are here three, 
maybe four nights a month. It’s refreshing when they visit.” 

The owners requested that the three art pieces Kim sourced be 
hung together, so she mapped it out early to get the balance right. 

“I wanted the art to take up that whole area and fill the space, 
to capture the drama we needed,” she says. 

“The owners have big personalities, so the art and the colour 
suit them; they would never expect anything beige from me – what 
they do expect is a punchy interior.” 

Adding to the colour punch is the “family masterpiece”. The 
multicoloured artwork hangs in the conservatory, also home 
to one of their favourite chairs. The conservatory chair was 
reupholstered in a green fabric, while another sports animal print 
and lives among the artwork. 

The dining chairs have been electroplated in gold and 
lacquered to ensure the high shine remains. Kim powder-coated 
the dining room table base to marry in with the copper kitchen 
island, working in harmony with the wallpaper. 

Nearby, a famous print of the Rat Pack crooners, Dean 
Martin, Sammy Davis Jr and Frank Sinatra, fittingly hangs above 
a well-stocked drinks trolley. 

The apartment’s two bedrooms now feel subdued by 
comparison. In the main bedroom, the owners sourced the dark 
green velvet coverlet from Wallace Cotton while the upholstered 
headboard was repurposed from a previous project. There was 
no magic to weave in the bathrooms or in the kitchen, as both 
were designed off the plans. 

For Kim, the power of personality when breathing life into the 
apartment came naturally. “When I started this job, I thought 
‘another fun journey lies ahead’, and that’s exactly what it’s been.”

ABOVE LEFT The ensuite and bathroom have matching travertine floor and wall 
tiles which were selected off the design plans along with the dark oak cabinetry and the 
freestanding bath. CENTRE The black-and-white Marilyn Monroe print made famous 
by photographer Alfred Eisenstaedt was purchased at Trenzseater and has been with 
the homeowners for years, as has the print of Elizabeth Taylor that hangs in the spare 
bedroom. ABOVE RIGHT Designer Kim turned to outdoor performance fabric in the 
sunroom to withstand the harsh sun and heat; the ottoman came with the homeowners 
from a previous property but has since been reupholstered to suit, and the sofa is 
covered in Mokum Abstraction fabric in Basalt from James Dunlop Textiles; the bowl on 
the ottoman is another sentimental find from Morris & James, while signed caricature 
cartoons of All Black legends Sean Fitzpatrick and Colin Meads decorate the walls, and the 
doors behind lead to the spare bedroom. 

N Z  H O U S E  &  G A R D E N  |  9796 |  N Z  H O U S E  &  G A R D E N

H O M E S  |  A U C K L A N D



MY COLOUR MANTRA: In terms of featuring a mix of 
colours, I say keep the faith and carry on. Luckily, I am 
entrusted to carry on. (Kim) 
A MOMENT THAT GAVE ME PAUSE WAS: When the 
owners said they had a colourful painting by the grandchildren 
that had to go in the apartment. I pondered, then realised how 
I could make it work. It is the perfect size for the sunroom and if 
I added the right fabric on the furniture then it would all come 
together. And that’s what happened. It was a light bulb moment, 
the sort that usually arrives at 3am! (Kim) 
THE APARTMENT WORKS FOR US BECAUSE: We love 
it. It has a fun vibe and it’s great for entertaining family and 
friends. It’s handy to our businesses and the Newmarket area 
and it’s only a minute from the motorway. We love the urban 
view, especially the city lights at night. (Homeowners) 
IF WE COULD DO ANYTHING DIFFERENTLY, WE 
WOULD DO: Nothing at all, we love it as it’s completely 
different, it’s always refreshing to come home to and stay each 
time. (Homeowners)

with Kim Forkert 
& the homeowners

AQ+

THIS PAGE Kim upholstered the 
custom bedhead in Warwick Zanzibar 
fabric in Gold from its Halo Easy Care 
range, while the homeowners sourced the 
olive green bedding from Wallace Cotton; 
Kim customised the David Shaw Xander 
bedside tables to better fit the room and 
the pewter bedside lamps are on loan from 
the couple’s primary home but are likely 
to stay. RIGHT The pair of urns on the 
console table are by Tauranga-based potter 
Murray Garner.
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